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S U R V E Y  
M E T H O D O L O G Y A random sample of Metro Vancouver 

adults, 18 years of age or over (n=533)

The VoteLocal survey 
included three 
different groups:

The survey was 
completed online 
from July 9 to August 
23, 2018.

Greater Vancouver Board of Trade 
members (n=184)

Current mayors and councillors, and 
candidates in the up-coming election 
(n=93) 

Residents

Businesses

Politicians



42%

12%

18%

8%

1%

--

3%

1%

--

2%

11%

2%

Politicians

39%

16%

2%

7%

14%

2%

2%

4%

--

3%

9%

4%

Businesses
M O S T  
I M P O R TA N T  
I S S U E  FA C I N G  
Y O U R  
M U N I C I PA L I T Y  

Base: Gen pop (n=533)
Business community (n=184)
Politicians (n=93)

Q.2) What in your opinion is the most important issue facing your municipality at this time – the one which 
you think city hall should give the highest priority? 

29%

16%

11%

8%

5%

4%

4%

1%

1%

<1%

9%

12%

Affordable housing

Transportation

Overdevelopment

Crime

Taxes

Environment

Homelessness

Affordability/ cost of living

Miscellaneous

None in particular

Gen Pop

Kinder Morgan Pipeline Expansion

Economic/ business friendly





Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E  
A N D  A F F O R D A B I L I T Y

A clear majority of 
residents, businesses, 
and politicians believe 
quality of life and 
affordability in the 
region have declined in 
the last five years.



C O N S I D E R I N G  R E L O C AT I N G  A W AY  F R O M  M E T R O  
V A N C O U V E R  D U E  T O  A F F O R D A B I L I T Y

Base: Gen pop (n=533)
Business community (n=184)

Q.6)  Have you recently considered relocating away from the Metro Vancouver 
region due to affordability concerns? 

Yes
46%

No
54%

Public

Yes
37%

No
63%

Businesses



37%

31%

17%

15%

Politicians

13%

67%

13%

7%

Businesses

E X P E C TAT I O N S  F O R  F U T U R E  Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E  
A N D  A F F O R D A B I L I T Y

Base: Gen pop (n=533)
Business community (n=184)
Politicians (n=93)

Q.5)  How do you feel about the future of the region in terms of quality of life and affordability? 

10%

62%

18%

10%

Improve over next 5 yrs

Get worse over next 5 yrs

Stay the same

Don't know/ unsure

Public



H O U S I N G

Three-in-four 
businesses report that 
their ability to recruit 
or retain employees 
has been affected by 
the cost of housing.



S U P P O R T  F O R  M U N I C I PA L / P R O V I N C I A L  H O U S I N G  P O L I C I E S

Base: Gen pop (n=533)
Business community (n=184)

Q.7) Thinking about housing, do you support or oppose a tax on vacant homes (e.g. City of Vancouver’s 
Empty Homes Tax)? 

78%

58%

79%

66%

77%

63%

14%

32%

12%

24%

9%

25%

8%

10%

10%

10%

14%

12%

Gen pop

Businesses

Gen pop

Businesses

Gen pop

Businesses

Support Oppose Unsure

Support for Tax on Empty 
Homes

Support for Measures to 
Limit Foreign Capital in 
BC Housing Market

Support for Measures to 
Curb Speculation in BC’s 
Housing Market



33%

7%

58%

2%

--

Politicians

17%

17%

60%

4%

3%

Supply side

Demand side

A mix of both

Neither

Unsure

Gen Pop

34%

9%

51%

4%

2%

Businesses

S H O U L D  G O V E R N M E N T  P R I O R I T I Z E  S U P P LY  O R  D E M A N D  
S I D E  P O L I C I E S ?

Base: Gen pop (n=533)
Business community (n=184)
Politicians (n=85)

Q.10)  Should local governments prioritize supply side policies (creation of additional housing supply etc.) or 
demand side policies (empty homes tax, speculation tax, foreign buyers tax, etc.) to combat the region’s 
housing affordability crisis? 



13%

52%

35%

Businesses

47%

34%

18%

Politicians

A R E  G O V E R N M E N T S  S T R I K I N G  R I G H T  B A L A N C E  O F  
H O U S I N G  V S  T R A N S P O R TAT I O N ?

Base: Gen pop (n=533)
Business community (n=184)
Politicians (n=85)

Q.11)  Thinking about population growth, do you think your local governments are striking the right 
balance between planning for additional housing while considering impacts on traffic congestion? 

20%

68%

12%

Yes - my municipality is
planning an appropriate

amount of housing

No - my municipality has
permitted too much housing

No - my municipality has not
permitted enough housing

Gen Pop



T R A N S P O R TAT I O N

Prioritization of specific 

transportation projects varies 

by community, but there is 

broad-based support among 

public and businesses for 

increased expansion of public 

transit region-wide.



72%

35%

52%

60%

64%

11%

Businesses

T O P  T H R E E  P R I O R I T Y  T R A N S P O R TAT I O N  P R O J E C T S  

Base: Gen pop (n=533)
Business community (n=184)

Q.19)  Thinking about transportation, which of the following transit and transportation projects do you 
think should be priorities? 
Top 3 priorities 

79%

58%

52%

47%

45%

18%

Expansion of public transit services
region-wide

Replacement for the Pattullo Bridge

Surrey Rapid Transit

Broadway Corridor SkyTrain
expansion

Replacement for the Massey Tunnel

Addition of more bike lanes

Gen pop



S H O U L D  L O C A L  G O V E R N M E N T S W O R K  W I T H  P R O V I N C I A L  
G O V E R N M E N T  T O  A L L O W  R I D E S H A R I N G

Base: Gen pop (n=533)
Business community (n=184)

Q.17)  Should local government work with the provincial government to allow 
ridesharing (e.g. Uber or Lyft)?

Yes
70%

Unsure
17%

No
13%

Gen Pop

Yes
85%

Unsure
10%

No
5%

Businesses



S H O U L D  L O C A L  G O V E R N M E N T S  W O R K  W I T H  P R O V I N C I A L  
G O V E R N M E N T  T O  P U R S U E  M O B I L I T Y  P R I C I N G

Base: Gen pop (n=533)
Business community (n=184)
Politicians (n=93)

Q.20) Should local governments work with the Province of BC to pursue mobility pricing (e.g. road tolling, 
distance pricing etc.) to reduce congestion and pay for transit in the region? 

42%

54%

60%

43%

36%

32%

15%

10%

8%

Gen pop

Businesses

Politicians

Yes No Unsure



R E G I O N A L  
C O O R D I N AT I O N

General support for increased 

regional coordination to 

address key issues



D O  Y O U  S U P P O R T  S O M E  A M A L G A M AT I O N  O F  
L O C A L  G O V E R N M E N T S ?

Base: Gen pop (n=533)
Business community (n=184)
Politicians (n=93)

Q.22)  Do you support some degree of amalgamation of local governments within the Greater 
Vancouver Region? 

50%

68%

44%

27%

15%

47%

23%

17%

9%

Gen pop

Businesses

Politicians

Yes No Unsure



S U P P O R T  F O R  S I N G L E  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  A G E N C Y  

Base: Gen pop (n=533)
Business community (n=184)
Politicians (n=93)

Q.18)  Do you support the creation of a single economic development agency for 
the Greater Vancouver Region? (To eliminate duplication and represent the region 
with one voice for inbound investment promotion.)

Yes
46%

Unsure
33%

No
21%

Gen Pop

Yes
67%

Unsure
18%

No
15%

Businesses

Yes
42%

Unsure
13%

No
45%

Politicians



S U P P O R T  F O R  S I N G L E  R E G I O N A L  P O L I C E  F O R C E

Base: Gen pop (n=533)
Business community (n=184)
Politicians (n=93)

Q.24)  Do you support the establishment of a single regional police force to better fight organized crime 
and gang violence? 

54%

68%

44%

24%

13%

40%

22%

20%

16%

Gen pop

Businesses

Politicians

Yes No Unsure



A R E  P O L I C E  R E S O U R C E S  A D E Q U AT E  T O  A D D R E S S  
I S S U E S  I N  C O M M U N I T Y

Base: Gen pop (n=533)
Business community (n=184)
Politicians (n=93)

Q.23)  Do you believe police resources – either municipal or RCMP – are adequate to address crime and 
safety issues in your community? 

59%

69%

68%

34%

21%

31%

7%

10%

1%

Gen pop

Businesses

Politicians

Yes No Unsure



P R I O R I T I E S

Voters are most interested in 

seeing municipal 

governments focused on local 

issues and city services. 

Politicians and businesses are 

more inclined to prioritize 

housing development.



T O P  3  P R I O R I T I E S  F O R  M U N I C I PA L  S P E N D I N G

Base: Gen pop (n=533)
Business community (n=184)
Politicians (n=93)

Q.16a)  In terms of municipal government spending, what do you believe are the top 3 priorities for 
investment?

General Population

#1 Local road maintenance 

and traffic management

#2 Social housing and 

poverty reduction

#3 City services e.g. waste

collection, water and sewer, 

bylaw enforcement/policing 

and public safety

Businesses

#1 Local road maintenance 

and traffic management

#2 Planning and permitting 

to enable new 

development

#3 Economic development

Politicians

#1 Planning and permitting to 

enable new development

#2 Local road maintenance 

and traffic management

#3 Social housing and poverty

reduction



L E A S T  I M P O R TA N T  P R I O R I T I E S  F O R  M U N I C I PA L  S P E N D I N G

Base: Gen pop (n=533)
Business community (n=184)
Politicians (n=93)

Q.16b)  Now, please identify the 3 least important, or lowest priorities, for municipal government spending. 
3 lowest priorities 

General Population

#1 Addressing the opioid 

crisis

#2 Arts and culture

#3 Climate change 

adaptation and 

resiliency

Businesses

#1 Climate change 

adaptation and 

resiliency

#2 Addressing the opioid 

crisis

#3 Arts and culture

Politicians

#1 Addressing the opioid 

crisis

#2 Public realm 

cleanliness (street 

cleaning, litter 

removal)

#3 Climate change 

adaptation and

resiliency



M U N I C I PA L  P O L I T I C I A N S  O N  R I G H T/ W R O N G  T R A C K

Base: Gen pop (n=533)
Business community (n=184)

Q.27)  Given the issues we have touched on, do you think municipal politicians in tis region are: 

39%

35%

57%

30%

63%

36%

34%

41%

43%

23%

49%

21%

42%

48%

20%

22%

20%

21%

15%

22%

18%

Total

City of Vancouver

Burnaby/ New Westminster

Northeast

North Shore

Southwest

Southeast

Public

On the right track On the wrong track Unsure/ no opinion



R E A S O N S  O N  
W R O N G  T R A C K

Reason on Wrong Track

Base: Total think municipal politicians are on wrong track

Gen pop

%

Focus on local issues/ misc. negative comments 
regard mayor/ municipal politicians

50

Transportation (public transit expansion, traffic 
congestion, infrastructure, etc.)

33

Overdevelopment (loss of ALR, densification, 
etc.)

25

Increased accountability/ transparency/ 
consultation 

24

Crime (gang violence, public safety, fentanyl/ 
opioid crisis, etc.)

14

Reduce government bureaucracy/ control 
spending

13

Affordable housing (empty housing, foreign 
owner tax, etc.)

12

Taxes 10



K E Y  TA K E A WAY S

Voters anxious about affordability and 
erosion of quality of life

People want to see action on housing 
affordability, but concerned about 
‘overdevelopment’

Pent-up demand for transportation solutions

Implications for communities as businesses 
struggle to retain workforce

Voters generally content with value for 
municipal tax dollars



THANK YOU


