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The Greater Va nc ouver 
Board of Trade presented 
to the Fair Wages Commis-

sion in November 2017, sharing 
its perspective on the govern-
ment’s proposal to raise B.C.’s 
minimum wage to $15-an-hour. 

In his remarks, Board of Trade 
President and CEO Iain Black 
stressed that the organization 
has a proud, 130-year history as 
a strictly non-partisan institu-
tion, and represents the views 
of its Members from across the 
region, who collectively em-
ploy about one-third of B.C.’s 
workforce. 

Black said the Board of Trade 
is very concerned with the in-
flationary impact that a $15-an-
hour minimum wage could have, 
and the impact this government-
imposed cost increase will have 
on small businesses. 

There is a lso concern t hat 
t he increase may cause up-
ward pressure on many more 
people than merely those mak-
ing minimum wage, including 

employees currently making as 
much as $19-an-hour. In addi-
tion, there are also concerns the 
wage increase could be used as a 
negotiating position for those in 
the collective bargaining space. 

“These impacts will further en-
trench B.C.’s reputation as an 
expensive place to do business, 

and thus discourage additional 
investment in people by new and 
existing businesses,” said Black. 

With that in mind, Black urged 
the Commission that if the gov-
ernment is determined to go 
down the path to $15-an-hour 
minimum wage, it should do so 
slowly. He recommended a five 

to seven-year implementation 
period would be appropriate. 

He also urged the government 
to consider the administrative 
impact and the downstream 
m e a n i n g f u l ,  f u l l  c u mu l a-
tive cost burden (for example, 
WorkSafeBC costs and employee 
insurance costs that are based 

on total payroll) that will fall on 
small businesses who account 
for 6 in 10 jobs in B.C. Black said 
that when the increase was pro-
posed two years ago, the Board 
of Trade was conditionally sup-
portive of having the minimum 
wage tied to CPI, mainly because 
tying the minimum wage to CPI 
ensures certainty and predict-
ability for businesses when it 
comes to government-imposed 
wage pressures. “This certainty 
and predictability is crucial for 
our business community,” said 
Black.  

In 2016-17, GVBOT cautiously 
v iewed government’s subse-
quent proposed increases as 
“reasonable,” though expressed 
a variety of concerns, including 
noting the tying of minimum 
wage to CPI is rendered useless 
if government continues to make 
upward manual adjustments. SB

 To read GVBOT’s full remarks to 
the Fair Wages Commission, visit 

boardoftrade.com/news. 

GVBOT presents to the Fair Wages Commission
economy  |  Board of Trade urges provincial government to move slowly towards $15-an-hour minimum wage 
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Enjoy Whistler even more: without the hassle of driving 
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mountain quickly, safely and in comfort with true twin-
engine and de-icing capability, and spacious seating for 
up to 12 passengers. All only 27 minutes from YVR.



The Greater Va ncouver 
Board of Trade is excit-
ed to announce that it 

will host a keynote address by 
Honourable Robert McLeod, 
Premier of the Northwest Ter-
ritories and Minister of Execu-
tive and Indigenous Affairs, on 
Jan. 25. 

The Northwest Territories has 
all the ingredients for strong 
economic growth, including 
abundant natural resources, and 
significant participation and 
support for economic develop-
ment from Indigenous-owned 
businesses and governments. 
However, the government can’t 
capitalize on these advantages 
without a plan.

W hile other Arctic nations 
are proceeding with ambitious 
plans for social and economic 
development of their northern 
regions, there is no similar vi-
sion for Canada. More than 
two years into its mandate, the 
federal government has yet to 
establish a clear policy to guide 
decision making and investment 
in the north.

Premier McLeod has called for 
a national discussion on how all 
Canadians can join with the ter-
ritorial and federal governments 
to create a plan for developing 

the north through clear prior-
ities and solid investments in 
new and existing sectors with 
significant potential for sustain-
able growth. 

In his remarks to B.C. business 
leaders, McLeod will discuss 
how businesses across the coun-
try stand to benefit — and more 
importantly, why they need to be 
part of the conversation.

McLeod is the first two-term 
Premier of the Northwest Ter-
ritories and has served on Cab-
inet in all three of his terms as 
a Member of the Legislative As-
sembly, representing the con-
stituency of Yellowknife South. 
He is a Métis person, born and 

raised in the predominantly 
Indigenous community of Fort 
Providence, NWT. 

Before enter i ng pol it ic s , 
Premier McLeod had a dis-
tinguished career as a public 
servant, including senior ap-
poi nt ment s w it h t he G ov-
ernment of Canada and the 
Northwest Territories. His previ-
ous portfolios have included In-
dustry, Tourism and Investment, 
the Public Utilities Board, New 
Energy Initiatives, and Lead 
Minister for the Mackenzie Gas 
Project.  SB

 Registration is now open at 
boardoftrade.com/nwt. 

UBC President Santa Ono 
will deliver his annual 
update to the region’s 

business community on Feb. 8 
at the Board of Trade. 

In his address, Ono will discuss 
UBC’s new strategic plan, which 
has been developed over the past 
year, and what it means for the 
university and the community. 

Building on the foundations of 
the university’s previous strategic 
plans — “Trek 2000” introduced 
by UBC President Martha Piper 
in 1998 and “Place and Promise” 
introduced in 2009 by President 
Stephen Toope — the new stra-
tegic plan allows the university 
to revisit its goals and priorities 
to reflect our changing world, and 
to take an outstanding university 
and make it even better.

The new plan will serve as a 
road map, helping UBC focus 
even more intently on its core ac-
tivities of learning and research. 

Professor Santa Ono officially 
stepped into his role as Presi-
dent and Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of British Columbia 
in August 2016. As a professor of 
medicine and biology, Professor 

Ono has worked at Harvard, Johns 
Hopkins, University College Lon-
don, and Emory universities. 

As a university administrator, 
Ono is also known for his vision 
beyond the laboratory. He was the 
first Asian-American president of 
the University of Cincinnati when 
he was appointed in 2012. Previ-
ously, he served as the University 
Provost and Senior Vice President 
for Academic Affairs. SB

 Tickets are on sale now at 
boardoftrade.com/ubc. 
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Is there a speaker you’d like to hear from or topic you’d like 
explored? Make a suggestion at boardoftrade.com/suggest

Pillar Partners

upcoming events
See our full events calendar at boardoftrade.com/events

thursday, January 25, 2018

Leaders of Tomorrow

discovery series:  
12th Annual Speed Networking Night

4 – 7:30 p.m.

The Loft at Earls 
1095 Mainland Street, Vancouver
platinum program partner: BCIT Business

gold program partners: London Drugs, SFU Beedie 

School of Business, Langara School of Management

 
Friday, February 2, 2018

Just Announced

perspective From space 
How human space exploration  
spurs innovation, improves life 
on Earth, and can renew our 
appreciation of our home planet

11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

david saint-Jacques 
Astronaut 
Canadian Space Agency
preferred media partner: Business in Vancouver

 

tuesday, January 23, 2018

CEO Series

YVR lifts off

11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Vancouver Convention Centre — EAST 
1055 Canada Place, Vancouver

craig richmond 
President and CEO,  
Vancouver Airport Authority
presenting sponsors: Stantec, CIBC

supporting sponsors: Graham, Ledcor

community sponsors: Air Canada, Hatch, AeroMexico

preferred media partner: Business in Vancouver

 

thursday, January 25, 2018

northern vision, national 
opportunity: Planning for the 
sustainable development of 
Canada’s North

11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

honourable robert r. mcLeod 
Premier, Minister of Executive and 
Indigenous Affairs, Northwest Territories
preferred media partner: Business in Vancouver

 

thursday, January 11, 2018

Special Members’ Reception

new year, new connections 2018

5:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Anvil Centre 
777 Columbia Street 
New Westminster
host chamber: New West Chamber

sponsor: City of New Westminster

 

thursday, February 8, 2018

shaping the next century:  
Building a strategic plan for the 
University of British Columbia

11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Four Seasons Hotel Vancouver  
— Park Ballroom 
791 West Georgia Street, Vancouver

santa ono 
President and Vice-Chancellor 
University of British Columbia
community sponsor: Boyden

preferred media partner: Business in Vancouver

29th Annual

Economic  
Outlook Forum 
Presented by National Bank

Friday, January 19, 2018

Sheraton Vancouver Wall Centre 
— Grand Ballroom 
1088 Burrard Street, Vancouver

boardoftrade.com/EconomicOutlook

governors’ banquet  
and rix awards

Monday, April 23, 2018

boardoftrade.com/governorsbanquet
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Last month, Premier John 
Horgan announced that 
the B.C. government has 

decided to proceed with con-
struction of the Site C dam.

The Greater Vancouver Board 
of Trade applauded this decision, 
given our strong support for the 
project and our firm belief that it 
is in the best economic interest 
of British Columbia. 

For the past several years, the 
Board of Trade has advocated in 
favour of the Site C hydroelectric 
dam, given that it will provide 
100 years of reliable, clean energy 
for British Columbia at a time 

when our province is rapidly 
growing and evolving.

“Affirming the construction 
of Site C is the right decision for 
the future of our province,” said 
Iain Black, President and CEO 
of the Greater Vancouver Board 
of Trade. “Assuring a domestic 
source of clean, reliable hydro-
electric power helps secure our 
energy system for the growth of 
businesses and sectors of the 
Lower Mainland and provin-
cial economy for decades into 
the future.”

It is also the Board of Trade’s 
view that proceeding with Site C 

is the responsible fiscal decision 
for the taxpayers of B.C. 

Black noted that construction 
of the project is already well 
underway, providing a much-
needed economic boost for 
communities in Northern B.C. 
However, the benefits of the 
completed dam will also extend 
across the province, including 
here in Greater Vancouver, where 
another one million new people 
are expected to move in the next 
20 years. SB

 Read the full news release at 
boardoftrade.com/news. 

The British Columbia In-
stitute of Technology has 
announced that Sue Paish, 

CEO of LifeLabs and past Chair of 
the Greater Vancouver Board of 
Trade, will receive an Honorary 
Doctorate in Technology at its 
Spring 2018 convocation. 

Paish has long been an advocate 
of BCIT. She joined the Board of 
the BCIT Foundation in the 1980s 
as a young lawyer. When she re-
ceives her degree, it will be her 
second time to have graced the 
BCIT convocation stage. She pre-
viously delivered the keynote ad-
dress to graduates in June 2016. 
At that ceremony, she told those 
waiting to cross the stage to sav-
our the moment.

“You are in a very special group,” 
she said, “and you will be in that 
group for the rest of your life, be-
cause you are a BCIT graduate.”

In February 2017, Paish mod-
erated a conversation about dis-
ruption at the Board of Trade that 
featured BCIT President, Kathy 
Kinloch, and BCIT almuna Nadia 
Dobrianskaia.

Sue is highly regarded across 
multiple industries. One of her 

fans is Carole Taylor, former B.C. 
Finance Minister, fellow Govern-
or of the Greater Vancouver Board 
of Trade, and current Chancellor 
of the University of Toronto.

“You can’t be in Sue’s presence 
for more than a minute and not 
sort of be infected by her enthusi-
asm and her desire to make the 
world better,” says Taylor. SB

 Paish will receive her degree 
along with Dave Tuccaro, 

Founder and President of Tuccaro Inc., 
in June 2018. Learn more at bcit.ca. 

energy  | Province affirms 
Site C construction

recognition | Sue Paish to 
be honoured by BCIT

GVBOT applauds announcement that project is moving ahead

Sue Paish

Board of Trade Governor will receive 
honorary doctorate at convocation  

Monday, April 23, 2018     |     6 − 9:30 p.m.     |     Vancouver Convention Centre — West      |     1055 Canada Place Way, Vancouver

Preferred Media Partner:Rix Awards Sponsor: Platinum Sponsor:

boardoftrade.com/governorsbanquet Sponsorship opportunities and table purchases: governorsbanquet@boardoftrade.com or 604-640-5472

Robin Silvester, ICD.D 
President and Chief Executive Officer
Vancouver Fraser Port Authority

Gordon Diamond, O.B.C., LL.D.
Leslie Diamond, O.B.C.

Council of Governors Inductee The Rix Award for Engaged 
Community Citizenship

The Rix Award for Engaged  
Corporate Citizenship

Governors’ Banquet 
and Rix Awards 2018

THE
JIM PATTISON
GROUP
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leaderShip  | Working together

BY ANNE GiARDiNi  

As I sat down to write this 
column, the British Col-
umbia government an-

nounced that it will complete 
construction of the Site C hydro-
electric dam in order to make the 
most of the $4-billion spent to 
date. In making the decision, Pre-
mier John Horgan commented, 
“we can’t change the past. We can 
only make the best decision for 
the future.”

Governments are elected to 
make the best decisions they can 
faced with limited resources and 
unlimited and often conflicting 
expectations.  In doing so, they 
build and reinforce what we 
broadly refer to as civil society. 

Although Alexander McCall 
Smith has said, “Manners are 
the basic building blocks of civil 
society,” in fact, the word civil 
comes from a Latin word mean-
ing “citizen.” Going even further 
back, the word civil arises out of 
an earlier word with the sense of 
“to lie down, settle; home, family; 
love; beloved.” Sometimes being 
a citizen means we get what we 
most long for. At other times, it 
means we have to lay down the 
cudgel and settle for an outcome 
that is not what we wanted.

We all have the opportunity to 
be participants in the civil pro-
cesses that help society function. 
We do so when we vote. When we 
run for office, or support some-
one who does. When we volunteer 
our time for a community board 
or effort or cause. Even when we 
serve on a jury.

Sometimes, we serve our so-
ciety by protesting. We have an 
important tradition in Canada of 
protesting loudly and forcefully, 
but without doing or threatening 
harm others or to their property. 
Those who do resort to violence 
in support of a cause or position 
can quite properly expect to be 
prosecuted for doing so.

While imperfect, our courts and 
laws and institutions and systems 
are always seeking, striking and 
testing a complicated balance of 
the many diverse long, medium 
and short-term interests of our 
society. It is usually clear when we 
get the short-term balance wrong 
because the effects are quick to 
be felt. We are not as good at man-
aging long-term issues, which 
tend to be the kinds of issues that 
have no or few owners. 

I’ve learned a lot from mediator 
— and fellow Icelander — Glen 
Sigurdson, who is an associate 
at SFU’s Morris J. Wosk Centre 
for Dialogue. Like me, Glen has 
spent much of his professional 
life working, as he puts it: “in the 
space where big problems meet 
big organizations.” 

Glen describes his work as be-
ing “where interests, values and 
power collide around difficult 
decisions and complicated dis-
putes. Communities, companies, 
departments and ministries, civil 
society groups, First Nations, lo-
cal governments. Unlikely as it 
can seem, these groups are all 
interconnected in one way or 
another, to certain problems, 
and because of the problems, 
connected to each other. 

What I’ve learned through hard 
experience is that the real prob-
lem is not usually the ostensible 
problem. The implications and 
uncertainties around fish, mines 
or gas fields are challenging in 
and of themselves. However, 
the far greater challenge is the 
inability of organizations to re-
solve problems when the solution 
requires engaging with other par-
ties who see the world differently.”

I’m going to repeat that last bit: 
“the far greater challenge is the 
inability of organizations to re-
solve problems when the solution 
requires engaging with other par-
ties who see the world different-
ly.” But this is in fact what those 
of us who wish to be constructive, 
who seek to lead, who desire to 
shape opinions and actions, must 
do — engage meaningfully and 
constructively with parties who 
see the world differently.

That is not what tends to hap-
pen. We have a growing tendency 
to demonize the other. What if 
instead we take Alexander Mc-
Call Smith’s advice and strive for, 
if not politeness, at least a pause 
to listen, reflect and seek ways 
to work and live better, more re-
spectfully and more construct-
ively together? This would take 
us closer to the deep roots of civil 
society, to lie down, settle; home, 
family; love; beloved. SB

Anne Giardini, O.C., QC, is 2017-18 Chair of 
the Greater Vancouver Board of Trade. She 
is a corporate director and Chancellor of 
Simon Fraser University. 

Chair Anne Giardini shares her thoughts on the recent 
Site C decision and the building blocks of civil society 

Anne Giardini, O.C.,Q.C.
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EDITOR: Greg Hoekstra, 604-640-5450
AD SALES: Marie Pearsall, 604-608-5158

ABOUT THE PUBLICATION

Sounding Board is the Greater Vancouver Board of Trade’s official publication, distributed to all 
its Members, as well as all subscribers of Business in Vancouver newspaper. Sounding Board is 
published 11 times per year by Business in Vancouver Media Group in partnership with the Greater 
Vancouver Board of Trade. The newspaper is read by business leaders and elected officials across 
B.C. and beyond, with a conservatively estimated total readership of 37,500. 

ABOUT THE BOARD OF TRADE

The Greater Vancouver Board of Trade is Western Canada’s most active and influential business 
association. We accelerate business success through our advocacy and public policy initiatives, our 
four Signature Programs for professional development, and our 100+ events each year, which  
educate and connect our region’s business community. We engage with decision-makers to  
develop our region as a vibrant hub for commerce, trade, travel, and free enterprise. And we’ve 
been doing it with tangible results, for more than 130 years.

MISSION STATEMENT

OUR PURPOSE is to support sustainable prosperity throughout the Greater Vancouver region.

OUR VISION is to be an active, innovative, trusted, credible business organization, known for influ-
encing decision-makers, and educating, connecting with, and engaging our communities.

OUR MISSION is to provide leadership, information and connections, and public policy support 
that help ensure the Greater Vancouver region is competitive and the preferred Pacific Gateway for 
trade, commerce, and travel.

WE ARE informed, respectful, principled, collaborative, and professional.

PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT No. 40011551

Greater Vancouver Board of Trade, World Trade Centre  
Suite 400, 999 Canada Place 
Vancouver, B.C. V6C 3E1   
contactus@boardoftrade.com

@boardoftrade @boardoftrade @theboardoftrade

Sometimes being a citizen 
means we get what we 
most long for. At other 
times, it means we have to 
lay down the cudgel and 
settle for an outcome that 
is not what we wanted.
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leaderShip  | A lifelong love of aviation

Describe what you do in 10 words 
or less.
I lead the team that runs the 
airport. 

Where is your hometown and how 
did it shape you as an individual? 
I was raised in Kamloops and 
that is really where my lifelong 
love of aviation began. It is also 
where I learned to fly. I actually 
received my pilot’s license be-
fore my driver’s license. 

What was your first job? 
I was a gas jockey at Kamloops 
Airport. I used to fill up propel-
ler aircraft and the occasional 
737.  

What is the most important 
lesson you learned from your 
parents?
They taught me three simple 
but important lessons — treat 
people well, do your best, and 
have fun. 

Why did you join the Greater 
Vancouver Board of Trade? 
Our relationship dates back to 
the formation of the Airport Au-
thority. The Board of Trade led 
the charge for the privatization 

of airports in Canada. Without 
the taskforce from the Board 
of Trade, we would not exist. 
Our annual speech began with 
Dav id Emerson a nd it wa s 
viewed as our report card to 
the founding fathers.  

How do you think our region will 
be different 10 years from now? 
There will be a lot more people 
in the region. Vancouver will be 
one of the premier destinations 
in the world and we expect to be 
welcoming close to 35 million 
passengers at YVR. 

What is your creative outlet?
My outlet is innovation at the 
airport. At YVR, we have a team 
that specializes in coming up 
with innovative and industry-
leading travel technology, with 
the aim of enhancing the overall 
customer experience and air-
port performance.  

What is something most people 
don’t know about you?
People definitely don’t know 
this — I like to make knives. I 
recently traveled to Oregon for 
a two-day course in Japanese 
knife making. 

What is the most difficult thing 
you have ever done?
I f lew fighter jets, F18s to be 
speci f ic, for t he Ca nad ia n 
Armed Forces in Europe and 
Canada. I would say it was the 
most difficult thing because 
there is such a small margin 
of error, and the effects of your 
mistakes can be fatal.  

What words of advice would you 
give your younger self? 
Don’t sweat the small stuff so 
much.

What is your favourite vacation 
spot? 
The Maldives. 

if you could be anywhere else 
right now, where would you be? 
I wou ld be i n Pa r is on t he 
Champs-Élysées with a small 
coffee and a glass of pastis.

What is one “life hack” that you 
think everyone should know?
I like to plan for the week ahead.  

What three songs have the most 
plays on your iPod? 
“Rhapsody in Blue” by George 
Gershwin, “Big Time” by Peter 

Gabriel, and anything from 
Mark Knopfler.

What is the secret to happiness?
No matter what you do, you have 
to find the humour in it. 

What qualities make someone 
successful? 
I would say there are a few qual-
ities. Eighty per cent of life is 
show ing up physica l ly a nd 
mentally, but you also need to 
have perseverance, play well 

with others and, of course, have 
a sense of humour. SB

Craig Richmond is President and Chief 
Executive Officer of the Vancouver Airport 
Authority.

 The Greater Vancouver Board of 
Trade is fortunate to have 36 of 

our region’s top executives and 
business leaders on its board of 
directors. For more information on 
these exceptional individuals, visit 
boardoftrade.com/directors.

Q&A with Board of Trade Director and Vancouver Airport 
Authority President and CEO Craig Richmond

Craig Richmond

A.I.P. Services Incorporated  
aipinc.ca

Affinity Staffing 
affinitystaffing.ca

Allquotes.ca 
allquotes.ca

Arcadis Canada Inc. 
arcadis.com

Clark Builders 
clarkbuilders.com

Coach K Mentorship Inc. 
linkedin.com/in/sirenflynn

Compunet Infotech 
compunet.ca

ConstructConnnect 
constructconnect.com

Consulate General of France 
vancouver.consulfrance.org

Dolphin Digital Technologies Inc.  
dolphin.ca

Emergence Design Studio 
emergencedesignstudio.ca

Fortinet 
fortinet.com

International Longshore  
and Warehouse Union Canada 
ilwu.ca

Knight Signs 
knightsigns.ca

Little Mountain Learning Academy  
lmacademics.com

Naked Snacks 
nakedsnacks.ca

Naya Consultants 
nayaconsultants.com

Ocean Business Solutions 
oceanbizpro.com

PHS Community Society 
phs.ca

Skills Canada British Columbia  
skillscanada.bc.ca

The Raw Office 
rawoffice.com

Urgeo 
urgeo.ca

Vancouver School of Theology  
vst.edu

Victaulic 
victaulic.com

VR4U 
vr4u.games

Wal-Mart Canada Corp. 
walmart.ca

Michelle Casavant

Michael Bennett

Lily Ding

Rob Rees

Zoe Boal

Adam Timler

Jamal Khan

Ana Chi

Andrew Robinson

Holly Nurmi

Keaton Manjos

Chantelle Sethi

Paul Forseth

Nihleen Sharma

David Kish

Zhe (Aaron) Yu

Vivian Ching 

Leah Zhang

Marcel Santos

Welcome to some of our newest members

boardoftrade.com/join

Interested in Membership opportunities for you or your business?  Call 604-681-2111 or visit boardoftrade.com/join.
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travel  | Aeromexico spreads its wings in Canada

Mexico and Canada are 
among each other’s 
most important tour-

ism markets. According to the 
Mexican Government, more 
than a million Canadians visit 
Mex ico each year by plane, 
making this country the second 
source of foreign tourists for 
Mexico, only after the United 
States.

Aeromexico, Mexico’s global 
airline, has been a key actor 
by continuously contributing 
to increasing not only touristic 
ties between both nations but 
also tries to propel economic 
development through a wide 
f light network as the airline 
creates new aerial bridges that 
strengthen the bilateral relation. 

Mexico’s global airline has 
flown to Canada for seven years, 
with gateways in four cities: 
Vancouver, Toronto, Montreal, 
and Calgary, which recently 
started operating on June 1, 2017.

With this last route, Aeromex-
ico became the only airline that 
operates a nonstop f light be-
tween Calgary and Mexico City, 
solidifying the company’s pos-
ition as a carrier with a presence 
in Western, Central and Eastern 
Canada. In total, Aeromexico 

offers 15,000 weekly seats in 
routes from its four Canadian 
gateways. 

Over 270,000 passengers were 
transported to Canada in 2016. 
This was possible through a con-
tinuous increase of frequencies 
over time, support for the Can-
adian markets, as well as traffic 
from Mexico and Aeromexico’s 
hubs.

Today, Aeromexico offers more 
than 60 weekly direct f lights 
from Mexico City to Canada, 
including an average of 10 daily 
and direct flights to Vancouver, 
Montreal, Toronto. All flights to 
Canada are operated with Boe-
ing 737-800, which hold 160 pas-
sengers – including 16 in Clase 
Premier, Aeromexico’s Business 
Class.

Aeromexico’s mission is not 
focusing on one strategic sector, 
its goal is to create the suitable 
flight network to connect more 
passengers and to increase the 
bilateral exchange between 
Canada and Mexico. 

Thanks to this diversification, 
Aeromexico has been consoli-
dating its presence in Canada 
where it continues to amplify 
its connectivity goals through 
the WestJet Alliance codeshare 

agreement, expanding connec-
tivity to more than 35 different 
Canadian destinations.

The routes offered through this 
codeshare agreement include 
Edmonton, Winnipeg, Halifax, 
Ottawa, Deer Lake, St. John’s, 
and many others, as well as cit-
ies in the United States, increas-
ing connectivity in all North 
American regions. 

Aeromexico’s vision has been 
committed not only with its 
passengers but also with the 
planet. The airline has an en-
vironmental policy defined by 
the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions, recycling campaigns, 
reuse and reduction of waste, in 
addition to adopting the best 
sustainable practices through 
the consumption of products 
with a lower environmental 
impact.

Through its Fly Green Pro-
gram, the airline supports global 
efforts to reduce the impact of 
greenhouse gas emissions. Cli-
ents have the opportunity to 
participate in a voluntary dona-
tion at the time of making their 
flight purchase.

The collected amount is used 
to acquire annual carbon cred-
its and thus, finance national 

projects of the highest quality 
listed in MexicoCO2 (the Mex-
ica n Ca rbon Plat form) a nd 
certified under international 
standards, such as a solar plant 
in Baja California Sur and a 
wind farm in Oaxaca to gener-
ate renewable energy.

During 2015 and 2016, Aero-
mexico compensated 8,022 tons 
of greenhouse gases through its 
program. Additionally, it has 
implemented measures such 
as the optimization of f light 
techniques, aircraft equipment 
and especially significant in-
vestments in new generation 
aircrafts.

Each action and initiative has 
been fundamental to increase 
the connectivity between Can-
ada and Mexico that surely will 
propel thanks to the efforts of 
Aeromexico an airline that re-
flects the best of Mexico at the 
service of all its passengers. SB

 Did you know Greater 
Vancouver Board of Trade 

Members receive a 10 per cent 
discount on flights from British 
Columbia to anywhere that 
Aeromexico flies? Learn more about 
this offer and 100+ other ways your 
Membership can save you money at 
boardoftrade.com/benefits.

Airline grows its presence in Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto and Montreal

An Aeromexico flight takes off from the runway at YVR, one of the 
airline’s four Canadian gateway cities.  |  yVR FilE PhOTO

Tuesday, January 23, 2018   |  11:30 a.m. − 2 p.m.

Craig Richmond
President and CEO, Vancouver Airport Authority

boardoftrade.com

CEO Series

YVR lifts off

Community Sponsors: Preferred Media Partner:

Presenting Sponsors:

Supporting Sponsors:

Join Craig Richmond, YVR’s President and CEO, to learn 
how one of the fastest-growing airports in North America 
will support businesses and communities for years to come. 

Craig Richmond

boardoftrade.com

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
In accordance with Bylaw 9.5 – Nominating Committee – a 
Nominating Committee, chaired by Immediate Past Chair,  
Robin Silvester, has been established to receive nominations  
for directors for the 2018-19 year of the Greater Vancouver 
Board of Trade.

In accordance with Bylaw 9.6 – Nominations – nominations 
for directors may be made in writing by any Member of the 
Greater Vancouver Board of Trade. The call for nominations will 
open Monday, January 15, 2018 at 8 a.m. and close Wednesday, 
February 28, 2018 at 5 p.m. The nomination package will be 
available at boardoftrade.com/nominations.

For further information regarding the nomination process, 
please contact David Crawford, Vice President and Assistant 
Secretary-Treasurer, Greater Vancouver Board of Trade at:

Tel: 604-640-5457    /    Email: dcrawford@boardoftrade.com
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in focuS  | Photos from recent events and 
activities at the Board of Trade

Did you know the Greater Vancouver Board of Trade hosts nearly 130 speaker events, seminars, webinars, and networking receptions each year?  More photos at facebook.com/
boardoftrade

Former Olympian and UNICEF Ambassador Karina LeBlanc poses for selfies and signs autographs at the We For She 2017 Conference on 
Nov. 17. LeBlanc, best known for her role as goaltender of the Canadian Women’s Soccer Team, served as master of ceremonies for the 
full-day event, which drew 1,400 guests, including 800 high-school students from across the province. This year’s conference featured 
more than a dozen inspirational speeches and panel discussions. Watch the highlights video at weforshe.ca.  |  mATT BORCk

The City of Vancouver’s Chief Technology Officer Jessie Adcock (right) takes 
part in a Q&A at the Board of Trade’s inaugural Smart Cities Forum on Dec. 1, 
moderated by Senior Vice Chair Lori Mathison (left). |  PABlO SU

Tom Butler, CEO of the International Council on Mining and Metals, gives a 
keynote address on Dec. 6. Visiting from the U.K., Butler shared his international 
perspective on Canada’s mining industry.  |  mATT BORCk

The Honourable Jody Wilson-Raybould, Canada’s 
Minister of Justice and Attorney General, gives an 
emotional keynote address to hundreds of young 
women at We For She 2017.  |  mATT BORCk

Iain Black, President and CEO of the Greater Vancouver Board of Trade, speaks to Global BC and CBC 
Vancouver on Dec. 11 outside the World Trade Centre Vancouver office. Black shared the Board of Trade’s 
reaction to news that construction of the Site C dam will move forward. More on page 3.  |  GREG hOEkSTRA

The Honourable Carole James, B.C.’s Minister of 
Finance, looks at a polaroid art exhibit on display at 
We For She 2017.  |  mATT BORCk
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Title Sponsor:

Supporting Sponsor: Community Sponsors:

Preferred Media Partner: Community Engagement Partner:

Economic 
Outlook Forum 
Presented by National Bank

Friday, January 19, 2018

boardoftrade.com/EconomicOutlook

Highlighting what Canadians and 
British Columbians can expect from
their economies in the coming year.

29th Annual


